FORGING OF THE WARMASTERS’ ACCORD
Tellurian precedent states that an Accord is an agreement drawn up between two or more parties, concerning a contract and the method of behaviour that should henceforth surround it. We are told that all important international matters are thus documented on that continent, including diplomatic exchanges, trade treaties, peace treaties, and declarations of war.
 
The Warmasters Accord by nature of its content loosely follows the most significant of the Tellurian Accords - that of mutual defence against Akaria. The Tellurian original was signed by all countries of the region (save only Sinstradia) in agreement to assist should Akaria invade, as it had done to each of them in the past. Only thus was the Akari's vaunting expansion defeated. The Warmasters Accord followed these principles, laying aside all internal disputes until the threat of invasion was firmly and finally at an end. It is worth noting that this did not preclude counter-invasion.
 
There is no doubt that monumental amounts of work were put into this effort behind the scenes by both diplomats and politicians. Many centuries of discord and prejudice had to be circumnavigated, and such obstacles cannot be overcome in one night. I was not privy to their efforts, however, and set down only the events that I saw and can verify.
 
On the evening of the 4th May 1109 my brother and I were asked to accompany Reichsmarshal Noxious Vapus, Commander of the Teutonian Armed Forces, to a meeting of Faction Generals at the local Militia Guild on the island of Far Reach in the Mauritanian Archipelago. The threat of Akarian invasoin being now too severe to handle as invididual nations, it was decided to freely share all knowledge of their movements within each Faction's borders and to attempt a treaty of temporary alliance.
 
Due to some confusion of information pertaining both to the time and location of the meeting, the Generals from the Hart, Viper, Unicorn, Jackal and Bear Factions were present, but those from the Gryphon, Dragon, Wolf, Lion and Tarantula Factions were not. During the meeting those present agreed to the proposition as stated above and Corman Falcon, Lieutenant General of the Hart Faction, was designated to collate the information pertaining to the current attacks.
 
Upon the meeting's conclusion, Reichsmarshal Vapus retired to the local tavern and there met the General of the Gryphon Faction. He laid out the terms of the agreement, and after much discussion the Gryphon Faction joined the Accord. Reichsmarshal Vapus was heartened by this success, and determined to visit the remaining four Factions that very evening to secure a uniform treaty across the Heartlands. 
 
The previous day I had myself decided that the pattern of attacks and defeats might usefully be mapped, and perhaps grant us insight into the Akarian goals. I was therefore able at this time to introduce the Reichsmarshal to either the General or his aide of each Faction we visited, having thus already met them.
 
On each occassion, Reichsmarshal Vapus stressed that this agreement was primarily between the military officers of the Heartlands. It was therefore both less formal (being neither committed to paper, nor agreed upon by the ruler of the nation) and more easily enforced (as the Generals committed to punishing any infractions most severely). This was a shrewd tactic - surprisingly so, for a goblin - as it conveniently bypassed those Faction rulers whose hands might be restricted by politics and national expectations.
 
All nations agreed to the treaty without reservations, barring only the Tarantula Faction. Their General refused to agree to anything without the ratification of his Queen, who was not present at that time, and gave the barest impression of listening with civility to Reichsmarshal Vapus. It is very clear that the inhabitants of the Underdark do not view the Akarian invasion as a threat to them. They have suffered only one incursion to date, and the entirety of the foreign army was devoured by a creature known to the Tarantulas as 'Yellow Sign'. Although I do not think they will use the Heartland's preoccupation to their own advantage, I would not look for support from that quarter.
 
The following day, I visited Corman Falcon and provided him with the list of locations within all nations that had suffered invasion in the past, or was still under enemy control, in accordance with what I had learned earlier. From speaking with various people, however, there is still much information to be distributed. The Viper Faction has, through dint of bitter experience, obtained considerable knowledge in cleansing wraith-touched land and exorcising flesh cones. Some nations had never heard of flesh cones and are woefully unprepared for dealing with such threats. 
 
The Warmasters Accord is a significant step on the road to survival, but there is a long distance yet to travel.

